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Unisa Innovation Challenge (IC)
The Forge 
Intsimbi ilola intsimbi
(Iron sharpens Iron)

2022 Call for Applications 


Closing date:30 April 2022

[image: ]

Do YOU have what it takes to solve a SOCIETAL CHALLENGE? If yes, submit an IC Application form that details your innovative idea and stand a chance to WIN great prizes!


WHO IS ELIGIBLE TO PARTICIPATE:
· ALL Unisa students currently registered in 2022 (1st and 2nd Semester), irrespective of the qualification registered for or duration or level of study.

IMPORTANT INFORMATION TO NOTE
· The idea/concept/product must be innovative and targeted at addressing a Societal Challenge. 

· An idea is considered innovative if it is new and has not been implemented before to solve the identified societal challenge or is an improvement over existing solutions wherein the improvement provides a significant benefit to the target audience or market. 

· Societal Challenges in this context refers to the problems that our society is grappling to resolve.  These may be national and include cross-cutting such as poverty, food security, access to health, achieving inclusive and equitable quality education, achieving gender parity, sluggish economic growth, unemployment, access to health care, access to cheap reliable source of energy or portable water, etc.
HTTP://WWW.STATSSA.GOV.ZA/MDG/SDGS_COUNTRY_REPORT_2019_SOUTH_AFRICA.PDF
https://www.gov.za/sites/default/files/Executive%20Summary-NDP%202030%20-%20Our%20future%20-%20make%20it%20work.pdf

Some may be local affecting only a particular sector or group of people.  For more examples of some of the challenges:  http://openix.co.za/openix/inter-university-innovation-challenge






HOW TO PARTICIPATE?

APPLICATION FORM




ASSESSMENT CRITERIA FOR PRE-SELECTION STAGE
	Problem definition (20%):  
	The extent to which the challenge being resolved has been clearly identified and defined. 

	Innovativeness of the proposed solution (50%):  
	The extent to which the solution is new or is a significant improvement over existing solution.

	Feasibility of the proposed solution (20%):  
	The extent to which the proposed solution is feasible having regard to the technical aspects of the project, timelines, team, partnerships, financial resources, etc.

	Potential Impact of the proposed solution (10%):  
	The extent to which the proposed solution will impact positively on the identified challenge.



ASSESSMENT CRITERIA FOR SHORTLISTING AND FINAL PITCH STAGES
	Problem definition (5%):
	The extent to which the applicant has a clear understanding of the challenge identified. 

	Customer/user definition (5%):
	The extent to which the applicant has identified the appropriate customers and users.  The extent to which the applicant has undertaken customer discovery.

	Innovation (35%):
	The extent to which the proposed solution is innovative and differs from existing solutions.

	Feasibility (15%):
	The extent to which the proposed solution is feasible having regard to the technical aspects of the project, timelines, partnerships, financial resources, etc

	Capabilities (15%):  
	The extent to which the team has the requisite expertise to develop and/or implement the proposed solution.  In the case of an individual applicant, this refers to the extent to which the individual has the requisite expertise to develop and/or implement the proposed solution.

	Sustainability (10%): 

	The extent to which the team has developed a sustainability plan for their proposed solution.

	Potential impact (10%):  
	The extent to which the proposed solution will make an impact to society.

	Quality of the submission/presentation (5%)



WHAT IS IN IT FOR ME?
· [bookmark: _GoBack]A maximum of ten (10) Innovative projects will be eligible for:
· Maximum of R 100 k seed funding per project.  Terms and Conditions apply!!!
· Access to a dedicated mentor to assist with development and implementation of the idea/concept.
· Access to pre-incubation services where available.
· Access to a commercialisation specialist, IP specialist and product design professional where applicable.
· Prototyping.
· Assistance with marketing the idea/concept.
· Opportunity for Exchange exposure. 


Enquiries may be directed to: innovation@unisa.ac.za



Complete and Submit the Application form


Pre-selection-Regional Pitching


If successfull, attend a 4 day Bootcamp Ignite


Submit your Final Application


Adjudication: Shortlisting by the IC Selection Committee


Pitch: Shorlisted applicants are invited for a final Pitch 
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***CONFIDENTIAL***



		INNOVATION CHALLENGE

APPLICATION FORM 







		

IMPORTANT:    



i. Shortlisted students should be prepared to make a brief presentation if requested to the IC Selection Committee to support their applications

ii. Incomplete and late applications will NOT be accepted

iii. Applicants can submit more than one application. If there is more than one project per applicants, separate application forms should be completed for each project

iv. Attach copies of relevant documentation to the application:



a. Supporting documentation or prototype (if applicable) 

b. A copy of the applicant/s CV

c. Detailed Budget

d. Proof of registration at UNISA as a student

v. [bookmark: _GoBack]Submit the form to: innovation@unisa.ac.za













A.	PERSONAL INFORMATION



		

		Team leader

		Team member 1

		Team member 2



		Student Number:

		

		

		



		Surname:

		

		

		



		Full Name(s):

		

		

		



		Title (Mr/Ms/Dr):

		

		

		



		Nationality:

		

		

		



		Race:

		

		

		



		Gender:

		

		

		



		Age:

		

		

		



		QUALIFICATION INFORMATION



		Qualification currently registered for:

		

		

		



		College:

		

		

		



		Department:

		

		

		



		Which Unisa Hub/Service centre is nearest to you (e.g Sunnyside):

		

		

		



		Have you participated in any of DITTC program (Yes/No) if yes which one

		

		

		



		CONTACT DETAILS



		Cell phone number:

		

		

		



		Alternative contact number:

		

		

		



		E-mail:

		

		

		











B.       MOTIVATION

		

TITLE OF INNOVATION:





		

PROBLEM IDENTIFIED AND MOTIVATION: (Length requirement: at least half a page).  (Clear identification and motivation for the problem to which the proposed innovation is intended to solve?)

 



		













		

BACKGROUND INFORMATION/EXISTING KNOWLEDGE (maximum 1 page) 

(Please provide any information you are aware of on other potential innovations directed at solving the identified challenge.)





		









		

THE PROPOSED SOLUTION TO THE PROBLEM

(Please provide detailed description of your proposed innovative solution, how it will work and how it compares to other solutions.  Clearly indicate what is new about the proposed solution.)





		



		IMPLEMENTATION PLAN  

(Please provide details of what would be required to develop the solution to a stage where it is ready for implementation.  It is important to include all the resources that will be required to develop and implement the solution.)    



		













		BUDGET

(Please provide a detailed budget that will be required to develop and implement your proposed innovative solution.  BE REALISTIC IN YOUR BUDGETING AND NOT LIMIT IT TO THE AWARD AMOUNT.)



		







		IMPACT

(Please describe in detail the impact that the project is likely to have if implemented)

 



		





		SUSTAINABILITY

(Please provide a detailed explanation of actions that will be undertaken to ensure that the project continues long enough to have the impact indicated)



		













	

C. ADDITIONAL INFORMATION



		



Provide any additional information which you regard as relevant in support of your application (for example your experience, bursaries and awards you received, extraordinary achievements, special knowledge, abilities and skills):





		













D. DECLARATION BY APPLICANT



		I certify that the information supplied in this application is correct, and if my application is successful, I understand that I will be subject to, and will abide by the policies, requirements and rules of the Unisa Innovation Challenge.

I understand that my application will only be considered if I have met the requirements of the Innovation Challenge.

The project shall be commenced and implemented within (12) months of the grant being awarded. I agree to participate in at least one Annual Unisa Student Research and Innovation Showcase event as a presenter, exhibitor or contributor.

UNISA Research Administration Department has my permission to electronically store and process my personal and research information.



		Signatures



		Team leader:

		

		Date:

		



		Team member 1

		

		Date:

		



		Team member 2

		

		Date:

		













Check List



		Section/Item

		Completed/included (Yes/No)



		Personal information of team leader

		



		Personal information of team members

		



		Number of team members

		



		Motivation

		



		Budget

		



		Implementation Plan

		



		CVs of team members

		



		Proof Registration

		



		Additional information

		



		Signatures
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